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Meeting Minutes [DRAFT]
Northern Pueblos Regional Transportation Planning Organization (NPRTPO)
Regular meeting hosted August 7, 2024, NCRTD Jim West Regional Transit Center 1327 North Riverside Drive, Española, NM 87432

NPRTPO Voting Members and Alternates 
Name                                               	 Entity                                		 Title                    	 Present/Absent
	[bookmark: _Hlk68782833][bookmark: _Hlk78812465]Eric Ulibarri 
	Los Alamos County
	Voting Member
	Present

	Keith Wilson
	Los Alamos County
	Alternate 
	Absent

	Dennis Gallegos
	Rio Arriba County
	Voting Member
	Present

	Christine Bustos
	Rio Arriba County
	Alternate
	Present

	Gary Brett Clavio
	Santa Fe County
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Ben Bachwiritz-Lopez
	Santa Fe County
	Alternate
	Present

	
	
	
	

	Jason Silva
	Taos County
	 Alternate
	Present

	Elijah Mares
	[bookmark: _Hlk111209310]City of Española
	Voting Member
	Present

	Daniel Fresquez
	City of Española
	Alternate
	Present

	Ann Woolridge
	Village of Taos Ski Valley 
	Alternate
	Absent

	John Avila
	Village of Taos Ski Valley 
	Alternate
	Absent

	French Espinoza
	Town of Taos
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Dena Miller
	Town of Taos
	Alternate
	Present

	Linda Calhoun
	Town of Red River
	Voting Member 
	Absent

	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk133935082]Georgiana Rael
	Town of Red River
	Alternate
	Present

	Maggie Valdez
	Village of Chama
	Voting Member 
	Absent

	Will Donohoe
	Village of Chama
	Alternate
	[bookmark: _Hlk115123000]Absent

	Jacob LaFore
	Village of Questa 
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Valerie Vigil
	Village of Questa
	Alternate
	Absent

	
	
	
	

	Kathryn Valdez
	Jicarilla Apache Nation
	Alternate
	Absent

	John Vigil
	Pueblo of Nambé
	Voting Member
	Present

	Governor Porter
	[bookmark: _Hlk88035807]Pueblo of Nambé
	Alternate
	Absent

	Sylvia Armijo
	Picuris Pueblo
	Voting Member
	Present

	
	
	
	

	Raymond Martinez
	Pueblo of San Ildefonso
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Adam Martinez
	Pueblo of San Ildefonso
	Alternate
	Absent

	Benny Lujan
	[bookmark: _Hlk69288217]Ohkay Owingeh
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Lucia Sanchez
	Ohkay Owingeh
	Alternate
	Absent

	Suzette Shije (Vice Chair)
	Pueblo of Santa Clara
	Voting Member
	Present

	
	
	
	

	Vernon Lujan (Chair)
	Pueblo of Taos
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Reva Suazo
	Pueblo of Taos
	Alternate
	Absent

	Randy Vigil
	[bookmark: _Hlk88035796]Pueblo of Pojoaque
	Voting Member
	Present

	Janay Chavarria
	Pueblo of Pojoaque
	Alternate
	Absent

	Anthony Mortillaro
	NCRTD
	Voting Member
	Absent

	Bryce Gibson
	NCRTD
	Alternate 
	Present

	
	
	
	






NCNMEDD Staff
Patrick Million	Transportation Planner
Angela Bordegaray	Community Planner


NMDOT Staff and Federal Partners
Angelica Trujillo		NMDOT TAP Coordinator	
Samuel Jensen			NMDOT Bike/Ped/Equine Coordinator
Alison Gillette			NMDOT Liaison

Guests
Anthony Martinez	Red River

I. Call Meeting to Order
Vice Chair Suzette Shije, Pueblo of Santa Clara, called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM after announcing that Chairperson Vernon Lujan was out of town.

II. Pledge of Allegiance
Vice Chair Suzette Shije led the pledge of allegiance.

III. Opening Prayer
Vice Chair Suzette Shije provided the opening prayer. 

IV. Welcome and Introductions/Public Comments:
Vice Chair Shije asked if there were any public comments. Hearing none, she moved on. 

V. Roll Call:
	[bookmark: _Hlk105760388]Name
	Entity
	Voting Member or Alternate

	Eric Ulibarri
	Los Alamos County
	Alternate

	Christine Bustos
	Rio Arriba County
	Voting member

	Ben Birchwirtiz-Lopez
	Santa Fe County
	Alternate



	Jason Silva
	Taos County
	Alternate

	[bookmark: _Hlk125928868]Elijah Mares
	City of Española
	Voting member

	Dena Miller
	Town of Taos
	Alternate

	Georgiana Rael
	Town of Red River
	Alternate

	John Vigil
	Pueblo of Nambe’
	Voting member

	Sylvia Armijo
	Picuris Pueblo
	Voting member

	Suzette Shije
	Pueblo of Santa Clara
	Voting member

	Randy Vigil
	Pueblo of Pojoaque
	Voting member

	Bryce Gibson
	NCRTD
	Alternate


Patrick Million confirmed that there was a quorum for the meeting. 

VI. Approval of the Agenda:
Suzette Shije opened the meeting for the approval of the agenda.
Elijah Mares, City of Española, moved that the agenda be approved. Christine Bustos seconded. Per a voice vote the motion passed.
VII. Approval of the Minutes: July 10, Regular Meeting
Vice Chair Shije opened the meeting to approval of the July 10, 2024 minutes. 
With no comments or edits, Jason Silva, Taos County, moved to approve the minutes. Sylvia Armijo, Picuris Pueblo seconded the motion. Per a voice vote, the July 10 minutes were approved. 

VIII. Federal Agency Updates
No federal agencies attended to deliver updates.
IX. State Agency Updates
Samuel Jensen with NMDOT gave a number of updates:
· He first introduced Alison Gillette as the new Liaison for the RTPOs. Gillette introduced herself and said she was excited to be assuming her role with NMDOT.
· August 27th-28th The New Mexico Transportation Safety Summit at UNM in Albuquerque. Free to attend. Coordinated by NMDOT and more information is on website. Suzette Shije commented that there might be minimal participation from the tribes because of the National Tribal Transportation Conference.
· Reminder of the Functional Classification Review. Reach out to Nathan Wagliardo of NMDOT for more information.
· FHWA is hosting an equity in roadway safety series. Many trainings online. Roadway safety for people experiencing homelessness next one. September 4. 11AM-1PM
· Agreement Request Form being updated and is in effect.
· Trails+ funds grants open now. Closes 8/31. Go to ORD website.
· NMDOT is offering planning services through Bohannon Huston for free. Informal process. Reach out to Samuel or Patrick. Focused on projects that will improve safety.
Amanda Nino, District 5 NMDOT had one update:
TPF funding will be presented to the State Transportation Commissions Board. Waiting for those to be returned.
Patrick Million asked after Angelica Trujillo who had been dropped from the meeting but Samuel Jensen said that he gave the information Angelica would have presented.



XI. NPRTPO Planner/Program Manager Updates and Announcements
Patrick Million (NCNMEDD) gave updates: 
· Railroad Crossing Elimination Program with USDOT- helps increase safety at railroad crossings and assists with circumnavigating railroad crossings. Deadline is September 24.
· Game crossings program-also with USDOT. This is applicable to our state and region.
· Build America Bureau-Provides funding, some of which is financing and loans but there are grants available.
· Thriving Communities Network- Coalition of many federal agencies and is a good resource for training and funding possibilities.
· Will let everyone know about TPF as soon as possible.
· Reached out to LTAP and ORD for presentations. Many people are on vacation. Will keep trying.

XII. Presentation: Safe Streets and Roads for All Discussion
Patrick Million, NCNMEDD, updated everyone on the progress of the grant process. He thanked those that have sent in letters of support and urged others to send theirs in. He gave some more background on the effort and explained this will result in a safety action plan for the entire region and qualify them for other opportunities.

Suzette Shije encouraged members to support the SS4A effort.

XIII. Action: Letter of Support for Safe Streets and Roads for All
Million explained that at the previous meeting NCNMEDD asked for this letter. In the interim, Million sent out the letter electronically to give members an opportunity to read it. 

Suzette Shije had a grammar edit to rearrange the Pueblos and add a comma, essentially referring to all tribal entities in the NPRTPO as Pueblos except for Jicarilla Apache Nation.

Bryce Gibson, NCRTD, motioned to approve the letter of support on behalf of NPRTPO.  Ben Birchwirtiz-Lopez, Santa Fe County, seconded. Per a roll call vote, the action was approved.

XIV. New Business
Suzette Shije expressed disbelief in the pace of the meeting.
Sylvia invited everyone to the Picuris Feast
Suzette Shije invited everyone to Santa Clara for their feast.
a. Upcoming meeting locations
· September 4, 2024-Taos County
Christine Bustos offered Rio Arriba County building for the October meeting.
· October 2, 2024 -Rio Arriba County

b. Other items:
None

XVII. Adjourn
Bryce Gibson (NCRTD) motioned to adjourn. 
Christine Bustos seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 AM.
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